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piritual maturity is not always
defined by one’s age, but the

Scriptures show that by a certain age
Yahweh holds us responsible for our
behavior. A variety of evidence is found
in both testaments.

Jews consider a boy responsible at
age 13 and hold a ceremony welcoming
him into the congregation. This is called
Bar-Mitzvah or son of commandment,
when the young person is supposed to
be answerable and ready to be faithful
to the law (mitzvot) of the Torah. For
girls the age is 12. Some follow the
example of the Jews and immerse
children at these young ages. Some even
younger.

Do children have ample
understanding about overcoming sin and
living righteously at age 12 or 13? Do
they really understand the difficult issues
and complexities of life they are about
to face, having yet to experience most
of them? Most important, are they fully
equipped to make critical decisions
affecting their everlasting life? The teen
years are notoriously short-sighted and
impulsive.

Peter‘s instruction in Acts 2 was to
repent and be baptized. Repentance of
one’s sins must precede immersion. It
entails a complete turning from sin and
walking a whole different way. Does a

We all must take responsibility for our conduct. But in the Scriptures we find a particular age at which Yahweh
especially draws the line on our actions. Discover what that age is and how it impacts decisions like immersion.

13-year-old understand all the traps and
pulls of sin, along with the Adversary’s
many wiles, and what is involved in
overcoming them?

Our Culture’s Own Age Restrictions

Those who study human development,
as well as those who watch their own
children grow, know that a 13-year-old
is far from emotional, intellectual and
spiritual maturity. Driving a car, for
example, requires a great deal of sound
judgment, wisdom, and emotional
stability; knowing this, no state in
America issues a full-fledged drivers
license to a 13-year-old.

In our culture no 13-year-old can
legally marry. In virtually every state in
the U.S. anyone under 18 must have the

consent of both parents to marry. Our
society recognizes that marriage requires
a level of maturity that a 13-year-old
lacks.

Knowing that a young person can
easily be influenced and that many lack
critical judgment skills, lawmakers set
the legal drinking age for alcohol in the
United States at 21.

Yahshua the Messiah was about 30
when He was immersed and began His
ministry immediately afterward. The
priests commenced their service at the
temple at age 30 as well. Is 30 years of
age, then, the proper age for baptism?

Age 30 would certainly seem to offer
the maturity necessary for immersion,
yet even some adults still lack maturity
at 30. Regardless, who would disagree
that mature 30-year-olds outnumber
mature 13-year-olds by thousands to
one?

At What Age Does Yahweh Hold Us

Accountable?

S

(please turn to p. 2)
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Can we find scriptural verification
when a person younger than 30 is
responsible for his actions? Indeed, there
is plenty of support to show that Yahweh
holds an individual accountable beginning
at age 20. Is it just coincidence that even
our culture and its laws say that a person
is a legally responsible adult at 21, able
to enter contracts and handle financial
transactions?

Census and T axes Levied at Age 20

Numbers chapter 1 provides instruction
on the counting of the census among
the tribes of Israel to determine who
was an adult. Everyone age 20 and over
was to pay a half shekel tax. Those
under 20 were exempt.

This fee was considered by Yahweh
atonement so that the people would be
protected from plague. Exodus 30:14
reads, “Every one that passes among
them that are numbered, from twenty
years old and above, shall give an
offering unto Yahweh.” Each adult
Israelite was to pay this temple tax as
part of his or her duties as a responsible
citizen of Israel, Exodus 30:12-16; 38:26.
Yahshua in Matthew 17:24-25 was
supportive of this temple tax.

Ages 20 to 60 in a Class by Themselves

Yahweh allowed Israelites to offer proxy
service in the temple. Because only the
priests could actually serve, He gave
any Israelite the opportunity to dedicate
themselves by way of specific offerings
based on their age. Divisions by age
group are found in Leviticus 27:1-8.

By far those ages 20-60 were the
preeminent group. This age period was
required to give the most offering by
virtue of their status in Israel. “And thy
estimation shall be of the male from
twenty years old even unto sixty years
old, even thy estimation shall be fifty
shekels of silver, after the shekel of the
sanctuary,” Leviticus 27:3.

From those 20-60 was required the
highest valuation offering, and it is
significant that this class began at age
20. For ages five to 20, the value was

only 20 shekels. For males over 60 the
amount was just 15 shekels.

Priestly T raining Began at 20

Levites were the priests in Israel. We
find in 1Chronicles 23:24, 27;
2Chronicles 31:17, and Ezra 3:8 that

priestly training and service began at age
20. Initially the Levites began to serve
at 30 (Num. 4:1-3) but the age was
reduced by King David in 1Chronicles
23:24-27 because by then Israel was
settled in the land.

Upon returning from Babylonian
captivity, priests 20 years and over were
in charge of re-establishing temple
worship, Ezra 3:8. Such a key task was
not left to the immature but to those with
adult-like thinking and views.

Military Service Began at Age 20

In Numbers 1:3 Yahweh told Moses that
all males age 20 and older who were
physically able were to enlist in the army
of Israel. Yahweh our Maker knows
when we are mature enough to take on
the responsibility of protecting others.

“From twenty years old and upward,
all that are able to go forth to war in
Israel: you and Aaron shall number them
by their armies.”

Promised Land Off Limits to Over 20

The clearest evidence that Yahweh
considers 20 the age of accountability is
in His dealings with Israel. They had

constantly complained against Him,
disregarded His  miraculous deliverance
of them from Egypt, and murmured
against Moses and Aaron, Numbers
14:2. Having enough of their insolence,
Yahweh said in verse 29: “Your carcases
shall fall in this wilderness; and all that

were numbered of you, according to
your whole number, from twenty years
old and upward, which have murmured
against me, doubtless ye shall not
come into the land, concerning which
I sware to make you dwell therein,
save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and
Joshua the son of Nun.” See also
Numbers 32:11.

Those 20 and older were barred from
the Promised Land. No doubt some
Israelites younger than 20 had also
complained about the wilderness
inconvenience, too, but the difference
was that Yahweh did not hold them
accountable because of their age.

They along with Joshua and Caleb
were allowed to enter Canaan. Those
over the age of 20, being mature adults,
should have known better than to rebel.
They were accountable for their sin and
therefore were held to a higher standard.

Israel’s wilderness experience is a
salvation metaphor. The Promised Land
depicts the kingdom into which only
those who have lived righteously have
access. Joshua (Yahshua) leads Caleb
and the blameless followers into
salvation.

Nowhere are Children Immersed

Children are highly subject to emotion,
and are strongly influenced to join the
crowd for fear of being left out. Some
are confused when they read that a
“household” was immersed and assume
it includes children, pointing to the
account of Stephanus in 1Corinthians
1:16.  In 16:15 we read that the house of
Stephanus had addicted themselves to
ministry. The Greek for ministry is
diakonos and means to administer an
office. This would preclude children
because of the qualifications for ministry
established in 1Timothy 3 and Titus 1.
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Some may point to the immersion of
Cornelius and his household. But we are
never given the ages of those in his
family, so that line of reasoning leads
nowhere. Any children were probably
all grown, being that he was a centurion
commander who had moved up through
the ranks.

Historically the Roman Church
baptized infants and children for fear of
losing their souls should they die
prematurely. Paul in 1Corinthians 7:14,
however, said that a child is sanctified if
there is one believing spouse in the
family. See 1Corinthians 7:14.

Immersion is for the mature who are
determined to walk in the footsteps of
Yahshua for the rest of their lives. There
is no turning back once the baptism is
completed, Luke 9:62, Hebrews 6:4-6,
10:26-31.

While we do not baptize babies or
children, we do dedicate them to
Yahweh in prayer, petitioning Yahweh to
watch over them. Dedication of the
young is appropriate as we read in
1Samuel 1. Once children are mature
they themselves must decide whether to
be baptized.

Only through Yahshua do we receive
the blessings promised to Abraham as
well as eternal life, Galatians 3:29.

Maturity for Lifelong Commitments

Repentance means turning away from
evil and turning to Yahweh.  An individual
must understand that evil intentions
and evil deeds are to be given up
forever at conversion and that both
motive and conduct are to be radically
changed. This is borne out in Yahweh’s
words of Isaiah (1:16-17):  “Wash and
make yourselves clean. Take your evil
deeds out of my sight! Stop doing wrong.
Learn to do right.” In Luke 13:3 and 5
Yahshua said, “If you don’t repent, you’ll
perish.”

Unless one is mature in mind and
heart, true repentance won’t happen. In
the New Testament Greek repentance
is the noun metanoia and means a real
change of mind and attitude toward sin
itself and the cause of it, not merely the
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consequences of it, which affects the
whole life and not merely a single act.

The truth is for the mature. You can’t
enter into it with only partial knowledge.
Neither can you just dabble in
knowledge of the truth, but you must
surrender your life to it. You are either
in or you are out. Indecision from half-
way understanding or partial commit-
ment will not work with Yahweh. You
can’t be lukewarm and sit on the fence.
Yahshua said the lukewarm or only the
partly involved individual is going to be
spewed out like a drink of warm water.

An immature mind is simply not
ready for this level of life-long
faithfulness. The liability of forcing a
young person into making a decision he
is not ready to make is a serious one.

John the Baptist said you need to do
a search of your heart before taking the
step of baptism. You need to turn from
your sins. You need to see the dark and
the low and the gross and base elements
of your life. You need to see the proud
nature of your heart and the perverse
and crooked thoughts that may reside
there for the evil they are, and every other
hindrance in your life for what it
is...obstacles that keep you from walking
rightly with Yahweh.

True repentance requires eliminating
these things permanently and making a
complete and full admission of one’s
sinfulness...in all dimensions of depth and
height and length and breadth.

 All of this necessitates adult
maturity and wide-open eyes.
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Rabbits laying eggs, sun-centered
worship, hot-cross buns, Lent and ham
dinners. Why the strange, mixed-up
customs? Why the strange name—
“Easter”?

On an early Sunday morning in April
dad gets up and stumbles in the darkness
searching for his best suit. He swallows
a quick juice and heads off for the
church. There, more than 20 of his
friends have gathered outside. As they
look to the east they become enraptured
by the brilliance of the dawning sun.
Someone begins to sing a hymn. Others
join in, faces glowing as they respond in
adoration to the warming rays of the
orange orb.

Mother, meanwhile, drives the chill
from the house as she warms the oven.
The smell of baking dough will soon
spread to the bedrooms, awakening and
beckoning awakening children to join in
drawing sugary crosses on toasty cakes.

A fat ham roasts in the oven. Dad’s
mouth is already watering as he
anticipates returning home and dining on
the ritual offerings he has come to savor
each year. But first one more prayer
with hands stretched upward in praise
as the sun rises in its springtime path to
begin the life-cycle of another new year.

As he heads home he notices many
others celebrating the rejuvenation of
spring in groves of trees that line the
road.

The time is 500 years before the
Messiah. Prophets like Isaiah and
Jeremiah conveyed Yahweh’s disdain for
a celebration that not only has survived,
but also blossomed into one of the major

celebrations of Christianity today, 2,500
years later.

Easter takes its name from a deity
of the Chaldeans— Astarte—
otherwise called Ishtar on ancient
Assyrian monuments. Her counterpart
was the Grecian goddess Venus—a deity
of love and life. “Her presence was
thought to guarantee fertility, and in her

absence the land, humans, and animals
could not reproduce,” Cyclopedia of
Biblical, Theological, and
Ecclesiastical Literature.

A Shif t Away from Passover
But where in the Bible can we find the
word Easter? Only in Acts 12:4 in the
King James Version. It is a
mistranslation of the Greek Pasch or
Passover. In fact, Easter is known in
other countries by terms that link it to
Passover (French­Paques; Italian-
Pasqua; Spanish­Pascua).

Aside from not appearing in the
original manuscripts, Easter as a
celebration does not appear in any New
Testament Scriptures. Even a secular
resource, the New Werner Edition of
the Encyclopaedia Britannica, says,
“There is no trace of the celebration of
Easter as a Christian festival in the New
Testament or in the writings of the

Called Easter
Rabbits, eggs, cakes...oh the fertility of it all!

A Transformation

Answers p. 5
Across:
1. This shepherd of Tekoa prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II
3. This prophet called for Nineveh’s repentance
5. This prophet prophesied concerning the coming Messiah and of the Millennial Kingdom
6. This prophet prophesied concerning the Second Resurrection and of the Millennial Temple
7. This prophet prophesied of life in the Millennium, including how every man would sit

under his own fig tree
10. This prophet prophesied that Yahweh’s people were destroyed for lack of knowledge
12. This prophet prophesied concerning the Day of Yahweh
13. This prophet prophesied concerning the destruction of Nineveh and Assyria
15. This prophet admonished Israel not to rob Yahweh of tithes and offerings
16. This prophet prophesied during the reign of Josiah concerning the Day of Yahweh and of

the coming Millennium

Down:
2. This prophet prophesied concerning the judgment of Edom
4. This prophet prophesied that the righteous would live by faith
8. This prophet prophesied that the families of Egypt would observe the Feast of

Tabernacles in the Millennium
9. This prophet prophesied concerning a New Covenant
11. This prophet prophesied concerning the end of days
14. This prophet prophesied after the Babylonian exile concerning the restoration of the
Temple
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Prophet-able
Knowledge
Do You Know
Your Prophets?



5

Passover Memorial: Mar 29*
Feast of Unleavened Bread:

Mar 31-Apr 6*
Feast of Weeks: May 23
Feast of Trumpets: Sep 10*
Day of Atonement: Sep 19*
Feast of Tabernacles:

Sep 24-Sep 30*
Last Great Day: Oct 1*

January 15**
February 14*
March 16*
April 15
May 14
June 13
July 12,
August 10**
September 9*
October 8**,
November 7
December 6
* May be seen the next evening

** Likely seen the next evening

New Moons in 2010

Feasts in 2010

These are the projected 2010 Holy
Day and New moon dates. A wall
calendar is sent to everyone on the
newsletter subscription list annually.

apostolic fathers,” vol. VII, p. 531.
Indeed, the observance of Yahshua’s

death is the Passover. No observance
of His resurrection is commanded
anywhere in the Bible. Yahweh said,
“These are the feasts of Yahweh, even
holy convocations, which you shall
proclaim in their seasons. In the
fourteenth day of the first month at even
is Yahweh’s Passover,” Leviticus 23:4-
5.

The early assembly of believers
observed the Passover according to the
command. “The Passover, ennobled by
the thought of [the Messiah] the true
Paschal Lamb, the first-fruits from the
dead, continued to be celebrated, and
became the Christian Easter,” ibid.

The first move away from Passover
by the early Christians was the change
of the day on which it was observed.
The Encyclopaedia Britannica says,
“A difference as to the time of its
observance speedily sprang up between
Christians of Jewish and Gentile descent,
which led to a long-continued and bitter
controversy, and an unhappy severance
of Christian union,” ibid.

Some of the early churches stuck
with the Biblical determination hinging
on the 14th of Abib. They were called
Quartodecimani, and regarded as
heretics.

Others couldn’t decide which day of
the week they would observe the “holy
day” and so did as they saw fit. “In the
words of Epiphanius, ‘Some,’ he writes,
‘began the festival before the week,
some after the week, some at the
beginning, some at the middle, some at
the end, thus creating a wonderful and
laborious confusion,’ “ Ibid.

It finally took a papal decree of Pius
I to settle the confusion. And thus we
have the modern Easter observed by the
vast majority always on Sunday, the first
Sunday following the full moon on or
after the vernal equinox.

They Couldn’t Stick to Scripture
It would be bad enough to keep an
arbitrary day named and observed for a
pagan deity. But the errors don’t stop
there. What of all the trappings
associated with the Easter celebration?

As the Roman Church grew, it
encountered heathen nations who held
tenaciously to their man-made worship
and customs. The church recognized that
to amalgamate these peoples into its
church-state, it would need to make the
transition easier. Rather than forcing the
pagans to drop their worship altogether,
the church found it expedient to
recognize as much as possible their
heathen holidays in the new calendar.

This blending of beliefs is explained
by James G. Frazer in his book, The
Golden Bough. “Taken altogether, the
coincidences of the Christian and the
heathen festivals are too close and too
numerous to be accidental. They mark
the compromise which the church in the
hour of its triumph was compelled to
make with its vanquished yet still
dangerous rivals. The inflexible
protestantism of the primitive
missionaries, with fiery denunciations of
heathendom, had been exchanged for
the supple policy, the easy tolerance, the
comprehensive charity of shrewd
ecclesiastics, who clearly perceived that
if Christianity was to conquer the world
it could do so only by relaxing the too
rigid principles of its founder, by widening
a little the narrow gate which leads to
salvation.”

With those carryovers came the
blending of various customs of eggs,
rabbits, hot-cross buns, ham dinners,
bonfires, lent, and sunrise services used
in ancient mystery worship.

Each of these was related either to
fertility worship of pagan deities and
worship of life itself or, as in the custom
of eating ham, was a deliberate snub to
the Jews they despised. None of these
traditions of Easter can be found in
connection with pure worship in the
Bible.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the first
part of a new YRM booklet on Easter.
We go more fully into the Easter
observance in the booklet. Watch for
it to accompany the March-April
newsletter.

ANSWERS TO  p. 4  PUZZLE



6

The snow fell silently last night while we were sleeping.
This morning I awoke to a hushed white landscape, tranquil in
the absence of any sound.  The exquisite beauty, along with
the cold, was enough to takes one’s breath away – a piece of
perfection from Yahweh’s palette.  Then… the phone rang, the
coffeepot buzzed, and the radio’s talking heads jabbered forth
the news.  The serenity was broken as
another busy day began.

I remember a time when I would come
home from school, throw down my books
and head for my private oasis about a mile’s
walk from the housing unit at Fort Riley,
Kansas.  There, hidden in a valley, was a
small lake surrounded by woods and
brimming with wildlife.  I was in awe as I
watched a baby turtle peek out from under
the watercress growing in a spring-fed pool
or two squirrels playing tag around a tree,
bushy tails flying. Sometimes I would spot a wild duck glide in
for a landing amongst the cattails studding the banks of the
water or a deer quietly creeping in for a drink.

In all the months that I sneaked off to visit my refuge, I
never saw or heard another person there.  It was an enchanted
place; a place to ponder and plan – a quiet place away from
the noisy, hurried tumult that constitutes our “civilized” lives.

In a similar manner, Yahshua’s forty-day sojourn in the
desert was a time to get away from the world and commune
with the Father.  Just before He was to be sacrificed for the
sins of mankind, Yahshua went alone to the Garden of
Gethsemane to pray in solitude.  The quiet isolation of these
environments allowed Him to meditate on a level that was not
possible in the babel and activity of human society.

Is the high-powered influx of sounds and information in our
modern lifestyle really good for us?  Research by scientists
from the University of San Diego indicates that information
overload may have a detrimental effect on our brains.  They
contend that through email, the Internet, radio, television and
other media, people are deluged with approximately 100,500
words a day.  We are so busy processing information from all
directions we are losing the tendency to think and feel deeply.
They further claim that, since much of what we are exposed
to is superficial, not only are we sacrificing depth and feeling
but we are also becoming cut off and disconnected from other
people in the process.

Is there a correlation between instant transmission of
endless data, our harried lives and the huge upsurge in mental
illnesses?  Is our desire for more worldly knowledge and faster
communication really improving our lives or are we distancing
ourselves from our Creator and each other?  Are we becoming
like rats in a cage, “running to and fro”, as scriptures warn us
will happen in the last days?  Is the Prince of the Air controlling
and confounding our lives?

While we can’t turn back the clock to a time when life was
simpler – when globalization was not a part of our language
and television, computers and cell phones were unheard of –
there are things we can do to find serenity and calm amidst

the storm raging around us.
If you can’t bring yourself to get rid of

the television, as some have done, limit your
viewing to only special times with good
quality programs.  Better yet, read a good
book – even better, read the Scriptures.

Get outside in the fresh air and walk,
taking in the soothing balm of the natural
world even if only the sky is visible from your
surroundings.  Turn off your cell phone during
part of the day.  If it’s important, the caller
will leave a message. Limit your
intake of the daily news.  Once you have

digested the headlines, all the rest is repeat, filler or fluff.  Leave
the virtual world of the computer awhile to reconnect with
neighbors, friends, and relatives.  We tend to forget that these
are the people who make our lives joyful and worthwhile and
they won’t always be around.

Keep the Sabbath by abstaining from work, or even talking
about work to be done or problems to be solved.  The Seventh
Day was given to us for rest from our trials and worries.  Take
time to pray every day.  Go to a room, shut the door on
everything and talk to the Father. “Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” —John
14:22.

of
Sounds
Silence
Sounds
Silence

Woman
The
Virtuous

 The Virtuous Woman is written by women for women. We invite
your articles about faith, home, marriage, child-rearing, recipes,
and anything of interest to women in the Faith.

by Debbie Reed

French Dressing
-submitted by Mil Mansager

1 can tomato soup
1 tsp prepared mustard
1/2 c oil
3/4 c vinegar
2/3 c sugar

Mix together, shake well and refrigerate

1/2 tsp salt
1 tbsp chopped onions
pinch of garlic
1/2 chopped green pepper
(optional)
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-submitted by Ledonna Scalf

“No, you can’t go out to play! It’s too cold (or wet.....or muddy....)” Or
maybe mom just can’t bear the thought of 15 minutes of outside
play turning into 2 hours of laundry! What- ever the reason, if
you’re stuck inside with young, energetic children for very long,
you’re going to need an arsenal of tricks up your sleeve! Pick one
of these fun activities and spend some creative time with your
children, while teaching about Yahweh’s creation, too.

GOOEY GUNKGOOEY GUNKGOOEY GUNKGOOEY GUNKGOOEY GUNK
This is SUPER easy and a LOT of fun! It’s also a perfect
teach-ing tool to demonstrate a chemical reaction. It is not
nearly as messy as you’d think and provides lots of
entertainment.

What you will need:

Solution A
1 c water
1 c white glue (Cheapest when bought by the gallon at a

home improvement center or teacher’s supply house)
7-10 drops of food coloring

Solution B
1-1/3 cups warm water
4 tsp Borax laundry booster (found in the dusty, forgotten
parts of most grocery store laundry isles)

Directions:
1. Mix ingredients in solution A together in a medium bowl.
2. In a second medium bowl, mix the ingredients for solution

B together until the borax is completely dissolved.
3. SLOWLY pour solution A into Solution B. (DO NOT MIX!)
4. Roll solution A around in solution B 4 or 5 times
5. Lift solution A out of solution B and kneed for 2-3 minutes
5. Store GUNK in an airtight container or plastic zip lock bag

*Green coloring makes great “slime gunk”; black makes
wonderful “tar gunk”. But we also love hot pink and bright
blue gunk! This stuff makes a fun and inexpensive gift. You
can even hide a package of small plastic farm animals, a
matchbox car, etc. in it as an extra bonus.

 KALEIDOSCOPE BOTTLE

What you will need:
Reclaim a clear plastic soda bottle with cap
Light corn syrup
a package of assorted confetti (found in the craft supplies or
wrapping paper & gift card sections of your local stores)
Cold water & a few drops of food coloring (optional)

How to create it:
1. Fill soda bottle 3/4 the way with corn syrup (this is the
only healthy way to use the stuff!)
2. Gently pour the confetti into the bottle
3. Top the bottle off with cold water
4. Seal the bottle securely with the cap and shake

SNO W PAINT
Fill several small plant misters with water and add enough
food coloring to give each mister it own deep color. Shake
them well. Head outside to “spray paint” all sorts of beautiful

Cool Kitchen Creations
...for Kids!

creations and messages! You can even spray paint clothing
on your snow men!

OLD FASHIONED SILL Y PUTTY
Yep, this is the same fun stuff YOU played with as a child. If
you press it down on comic strips or any picture made with
an ink jet printer and slowly peel the putty off, the picture
will transfer on to the putty! It will also make a wonderful
bouncy ball.

What you will need:
1 TBS liquid starch
2-3 drops of food coloring
2 TBS white glue
Plastic egg or zip lock baggie

Here’s how you make it:
1. Mix white glue and food coloring together in a small bowl
2. Pour liquid starch into a 2nd small bowl. Slowly pour the
glue mixture on top of the liquid starch
3. Allow the concoction to stand for 5 minutes or until the
glue absorbs the liquid starch.
4. Remove putty from bowl and knead. (No, you haven’t
messed it up! Keep kneading! The more you work it, the
better the consistency will be)
5. Store the putty in an air tight container, baggie or plastic
egg. Recipe can be made in larger quantities if desired; just
keep the ratio of liquid starch to white glue 1:2.

PEA-NUTTY PLA Y DOUGH
A great “play dough” for young ones be-
cause everything you make is EDIBLE!

What you will need:
1/4 cup of peanut butter
1/2 cup non fat dry milk
1/2 TBS honey
Plastic baggie (for multiple children, give each child his/her

own baggie and let them knead it)

How to make it:
1. Pour peanut butter, dry milk, and honey into a plastic zip

bag
2. Close bag and knead until the mixture turns in to dough
3. Make flowers, animals, etc. Add raisins, chocolate chips

or assorted candies to decorate
4. Use it all up in one afternoon; who wants to eat a week-

old child’s play toy?

TASTY P AINT
Again, perfect for little ones who tend to eat their art supplies!

What you will need:
1 can of sweetened condensed milk
Variety of food coloring
1 egg carton
A roll of freezer wrap (sold in the same isle as aluminum foil)

Take one can of sweetened condensed milk and pour it out
into several different spaces of a clean egg carton. Add a
few drops of food coloring to each of the different slots and
stir with a toothpick. Tape a large section of freezer wrap to
the kitchen table, shinny side up. Let children paint to their
heart’s content!!! Paint colors will be pastel and slightly
glossy when dry.
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“If you were explaining the Feasts to someone
relatively new but on fire for this walk, how would

you handle the question, “Why don’t we go to Jerusalem
for the three Feasts, seeing how the Word states that we
are to gather at ‘the place where he puts his name’ ”? 

— LS, TN

Yahshua said in John 4:20, “Our fathers worshiped in
this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place

where men ought to worship. Yahshua saith unto her, Woman,
believe me, the hour cometh, when you shall neither in this
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.” From
Yahshua Himself we see that Jerusalem is not the only place
where the Feasts can legitimately be kept — where He places
His Name. The temple where the Feasts were kept was
destroyed in 70 CE, shortly after His statement.

What about all the other places where the Feasts were
kept in the New Testament, like Macedonia, Greece, Rome,
etc.? Why weren’t all those assemblies made to go to
Jerusalem? We know those assemblies were Feast-obedient
because they were in the Truth.

Nowhere do we read that hundreds of thousands boarded
ships or formed huge caravans to head to Jerusalem three
times a year. It was unnecessary for Paul to take thousands
of believers with him back to Jerusalem because they could
be obedient and keep the Feasts right where they were.

Isn’t Sabbath T ravel Prohibited?
“Matthew 24:20 speaks of not traveling on the
Sabbath. Is it because by getting up and moving

with all your possessions you will be violating the
Sabbath?  I also heard one preacher referring to this
time as the Millennium period but it does not say that.
Kindly give clarity .” — JJ, TX

The proscription about staying in your home on Sabbath
is from Exodus 16:29-30 and was so that Israel would

not go out and try to find manna on Sabbath. Travel is indeed
permitted on a Sabbath or holy days as we see in Acts 1:12,
where the Mount of Olives is described as a “Sabbath day’s
journey” from Jerusalem.

Yahshua traveled with His disciples on the Sabbath. On
one Sabbath trip they were walking through a grain field and
were accused of picking grain and breaking the Sabbath.
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Shouldn’t Feasts Be Kept Only at Jerusalem?
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We are not yet in the Millennium for many reasons: The
Millennium will start when Yahshua returns and sets up His
rule from Jerusalem, where the saints will reign with Him (Rev.
20:6). The law will then go forth out of Zion and He will teach
His ways to the world at that time, Isaiah 2:3. Sacrifices will
be carried out (Ezek. 44) and no rain will fall on those nations
that don’t keep the Feasts (Zech. 14:18). The righteous will be
spirit teachers (Isa. 30:20-21) and the masses will live to be
100 (Isa. 65:20). These are just a few of the characteristics of
the millennial Kingdom that have yet to occur.
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“I just want to thank YRM for the DVDs and I hope to be on
the mailing list for long time. I’ll help YRM’s DVD program
next month. I really enjoy the Sabbath DVDs and I really
trust what you are teaching. It was great to meet everyone
at the Feast and I’m hoping you’ll be back next summer
somewhere in Indiana.” –RB, IN

We have reserved a Feast site near T erre Haute, Ind.,
for this fall. More information and reservation forms will
follow. NOW is the time to prepare to join us then. –ED

–t –
“Thank you for sending me two of your tracts on baptism
and the rapture.  I happen to agree with your understanding
for both of them in regard to how the faith-only brethren wish
to apply them.  Obviously we all have some differences of
opinions when it comes to Scripture, therefore I’ve attached
a paper wherein baptism and the rapture are addressed from
the perspective of realized eschatology. I hope you can get
something out of it.  Thanks again for sharing your tracts,
and reaching out to us all in the name of [Yahshua] to help
bring salvation to mankind.” –Nevin

–t –
“I received the CD today with the music from the Feast. I
really enjoyed it. It is great to hear people of all ages, men,
women, and children, singing about Yahweh.My favorite
song of all time was also sung on that CD... Please thank
the Assembly for a wonderful CD for me.” –Connie

–t –
“Your article about people losing faith in the New Testament
really spoke to my heart because I have been listening to
some false teachers. THANK YOU!” – LS, OH

–t –
“I want to thank you for all your hard work and teachings. I
might not agree with everything but I know there is more
truth in this teaching than most. Thank you for being honest
and true to your calling. I hope some day to meet with you
all.” –CW, email


